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• Master of Public Affairs (est. 2020)

• Master of Urban & Regional 
Planning (ranked #16) 

• Minor in Public Policy

• Minor in Urban Studies

• Online Transportation Certificate

DEGREES & MINORS

CAREERS THAT 
CHANGE THE WORLD

• Public Policy

• Non-Profit 
Management

• City Management

• Urban Planning

• Housing

• Sustainability

• Transportation

• Community & 
Economic 
Development

INTERNSHIPS

• Bring one of our grad students 
onto your team!

sppa.uiowa.edu

Kayaking in 
Manchester



Transformative societal impact: 
Expand the university’s impact on local and regional 
communities, the state of Iowa, and the world by 
leveraging its areas of distinction, the resources 
entrusted to it, and the collective talent of its people. 

Excellence in teaching and learning: 
Foster high-quality teaching and dynamic 
educational experiences that empower all 
students to achieve their aspirations.



Transformative societal impact: 
Expand the university’s impact on local and regional 
communities, the state of Iowa, and the world by 
leveraging its areas of distinction, the resources 
entrusted to it, and the collective talent of its people. 

Excellence in teaching and learning: 
Foster high-quality teaching and dynamic 
educational experiences that empower all 
students to achieve their aspirations.

engagement.uiowa.edu



BENEFITS

ECR Iowa Final 
Presentation

STUDENTS

PARTNERS

IOWA

Enhanced Learning
Professional Skills
Sense of Purpose

Increased Capacity
Creativity & Innovation
Financial Benefits

Retain Talent
University “for” Iowa
Research Partnerships



Iowa Initiative for Sustainable Communities

is a campus-wide community engagement 

initiative that empowers students, faculty, 

staff, and community partners to co-create 

mutually beneficial partnerships in pursuit of 

vibrant, sustainable, and equitable futures. 

• Formed in 2009 

• Focus energy & resources into a 
single community

• Quickly expanded to be campus-wide

• Opportunities for additional 
standalone projects

“Building our Brand” 
in Mason City

RIP green leaf 
logo!



10K+
HOURS PER
PARTNERSHIP

378

Nearly all the final reports, presentations, etc. are 
available to review on the IISC website



https://iisc.uiowa.edu/clinton


Community
Coordinator

IISC 
Director

Community 
Project Leads

Faculty & 
Students

HOW IISC
PARTNERSHIPS WORK

• Communities apply to be IISC partners, investing 
staff time and financial contribution

• 15+ projects built around community needs and 
opportunities

• IISC works with a network of faculty partners 
across campus 

• The “bundle” of projects reflects common requests 
from community partners as well our IISC capacity, 
but is flexible 

• IISC staff work with community coordinators to 
manage the process and help to ensure quality 
results

• Visit iisc.uiowa.edu/communities for more info

IISC Staff

Community 

Coordinators

https://iisc.uiowa.edu/communities


Travis Kraus
Associate Professor, School of Planning & Public Affairs
Director, Iowa Initiative for Sustainable Communities
319.325.3905  |  travis-kraus@uiowa.edu 

Jennifer New
Community Engagement Specialist
Iowa Initiative for Sustainable Communities
jennifer-new@uiowa.edu 



EXAMPLE 
PARTNERSHIP YEAR

1  Planning Project
1 Public Policy Project
1 Graphic Design Project
1 Mural Installation
1 Marketing Project 
1 Digital Archiving Project
1 Law Project
2 GIS Projects
2 Film Projects
4 Engineering Projects

15 Total Projects



But what does it really look like?

bit.ly/IISC-Manchester

https://bit.ly/IISC-Manchester
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f76833c53ce24996bc664f8e9f4f6572


Connect with IISC!

Full partnership

Help us evolve

Watch for Requests 
for Letters of Interest

Stand-alone projects

Send us your ideas

Home Slice 
Handmade Pies in 
Bondurant

We are eager to 
do more!



THANK 
YOU!
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