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Municipality spending dramatically lower in rural counties

Average local government spending per capita, by rurality and government type, 2022 dollars
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Source: Center on Rural Innovation analysis of U.S. Census Bureau, Census of Governments. County-level
totals aggregating government expenditures across cities/municipalities, county governments, school
districts, and special districts for census years.

Note: 'Rural’ refers to the nonmetro definition which includes all nonmetro counties.
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Growing local government spending gap limits rural
capacity to invest
Average local government spending per capita, by rurality, 2022 dollars
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Source: Center on Rural Innovation analysis of U.S. Census Bureau, Census of Governments.
County-level totals aggregating government expenditures across cities/municipalities, county
governments, school districts, and special districts for census years. Note: "Rural" refers to the
nonmetro definition which includes all nonmetro counties.

EI ]|
Y'¢— GYL-Gy@OYyL|]
Y¢ eL yaY'p Lp@y?z




5XUDO /RFDO 6SHQGLQJ LV 6\VW

Local government spending is lowest in rural persistent-
poverty counties

Average local government spending per capita, 2022 Dollars
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Source: CORI analysis of U.S. Census Bureau, Census of Governments data. County-level totals aggregating
government expenditures across cities/municipalities, county governments, school districts, and special
districts for census years.

Note: "Rural" refers to the nonmetro definition which includes all nonmetro counties.
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Rural tax burden is comparable or higher than nonrural, regardless
of poverty status

By poverty status and rurality, 2022. On average, rural counties have a 27% higher tax burden than nonrural counties.
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Rural not persistent poverty
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Source: Tax burden is defined as the total amount of taxes taken as revenue divided by the total income of wages
(Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages) and salary within the county area (Census of Government). Values

denote real dollars (2023). Observations with a tax burden greater than 0.7 were removed for readability (n = 10).
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Persistent local revenue gaps constrain rural fiscal agency

Average local government revenue per capita, 2022 dollars .
X a
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Source: Center on Rural Innovation analysis of U.S. Census Bureau, Census of Governments.
Own-source revenue includes all locally generated revenues, including taxes, charges, and fees,

and excludes intergovernmental transfers. County-level totals aggregating government revenue across
cities/municipalities, county governments, school districts, and special districts for census years.

Note: 'Rural' refers to the nonmetro definition which includes all nonmetro counties.
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Growing gap in property taxes between rural and nonrural
Average property tax per capita by rurality, 2022 dollars ¥ ¢ { Y ' ¢ . é y . 0 é y L i
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Source: Center on Rural Innovation analysis of U.S. Census Bureau, Census of Governments. County-level
totals aggregating property taxes across cities/municipalities, county governments, school districts, and
special districts for census years.

Note: 'Rural' refers to the nonmetro definition which includes all nonmetro counties.
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Growing gap in property taxes between rural and nonrural
Average property tax per capita by rurality, 2022 dollars
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Source: Center on Rural Innovation analysis of U.S. Census Bureau, Census of Governments. County-level
totals aggregating property taxes across cities/municipalities, county governments, school districts, and
special districts for census years.

Note: 'Rural’ refers to the nonmetro definition which includes all nonmetro counties.
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Growing gap in property taxes between rural and nonrural
Average property tax per capita by rurality, 2022 dollars
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Source: Center on Rural Innovation analysis of U.S. Census Bureau, Census of Governments. County-level
totals aggregating property taxes across cities/municipalities, county governments, school districts, and
special districts for census years.

Note: 'Rural’ refers to the nonmetro definition which includes all nonmetro counties.
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Nonrural education spending outpaces rural
Average education spending per capita, by rurality, 2022 dollars
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Source: Center on Rural Innovation analysis of U.S. Census Bureau, Census of Governments. County-level
totals aggregating education expenditures across cities/municipalities, county governments, school
districts, and special districts for census years.

Note: 'Rural’ refers to the nonmetro definition which includes all nonmetro counties.
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Revenue contraints translate to different spending priorities

Average expenditure category shares by rurality, 2022 dollars
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Source: Center on Rural Innovation analysis of U.S. Census Bureau, Census of Governments. County-level
totals aggregating direct expenditures across cities/municipalities, county governments, school
districts, and special districts for census years.
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A decade of infrastructure investment transforms

broadband access
Share of households/locations with access to broadband, by rurality

B Rural B Nonrural
97%

859% The broadband gap
’ reduced by 28
percentage points
63% from 2015 to 2025
23%

2015 2025

Source: CORI analysis of FCC broadband and staff estimates data. Data from 2015 is derived
from FCC Form 477; 2025 data from FCC Broadband Data Collection. Broadband access is
defined as service offering at least 100 Mbps download and 20 Mbps upload speeds.

Note: ‘Rural’ refers to the nonmetro definition which includes all nonmetro counties.
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Own-source local government revenue per capita
2022 dollars
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Source: CORI analysis of Census Bureau's Population Estimates Program (PEP) and Census of Government tax data. Own-source
@ revenue includes all locally generated revenues, including taxes, charges, and fees, and excludes intergovernmental transfers.
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Federal intergovernmental revenue flows disproportionately to
nonrural counties, regardless of poverty status
Average federal-to-local revenue per capita, 2022 dollars /x G ' y @ CI Y y L p y ?
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Source: CORI analysis of U.S. Census Bureau, Census of Governments data. County-level totals aggregating
revenue across cities/municipalities, county governments, school districts, and special districts for census years.
Note: "Rural" refers to the nonmetro definition which includes all nonmetro counties.
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Nonrural areas not in poverty get similar state revenue to rural
areas in poverty

Average state-to-local revenue per capita, 2022 dollars
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Source: CORI analysis of U.S. Census Bureau, Census of Governments data. County-level totals aggregating
revenue across cities/municipalities, county governments, school districts, and special districts for census years.
Note: "Rural" refers to the nonmetro definition which includes all nonmetro counties.
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Own-source local government revenue plus state and federal funding per capita
2022 dollars
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Source: CORI analysis of Census Bureau's Population Estimates Program (PEP) and Census of Government tax data. Total public
@ revenue (including local own-source, state, and federal funding) captures the full set of public resources flowing into local areas.




' KHQ &DSDFLW\ '"HWHUPLQHYV $F

a0y "/ ITR/I°YGAV®%® a0ey%e/°yvels

AN YYL

ODUJH PHWUR FRXQW ISR ATIUDAUEsNo I == ¢
GHGLFDWHG JUDQW Z (mmechzNchig-ypR 'S  NCIENRUAD RO

2{ G{y3yh'eeafW! '#

j{U'¢ye{ Geyc¢'U'p¢g'yn'Gpayctsctey@{U'¢pn'p-3y{?-'py Oy
nNi- GLp@-2¢p y¢'i¢Lle'n'p-ay?2{¢y@¢ap-2y



https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/15356841231183894

"KDW DFFHVV FDQ XQOR




SRUWVPRXWK 2+ &XPXODWLYH

=

°GOaUp"'y°-0-'yApLO'¢alh@&L b'¢yTpp{Ud-L{pyO¢LU'¢?¢{p-y'UL-GelLid

$QFKRUHG WKH UHJLRQ \RZRWRZQRFARZRINLQI LOQRYDWHIRRH$53% DZDUG
D FUHDWLYH WHFK HFRQRPE Hpp ¥ WDUWXSV EXLOW ZKWK d=HFRPHV SRVVL

GHVLJQ SURJUDP UDQNV(WR$DQW VWDWH EDFNLRQRPBXELW\ KDV UHEXLO
LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\ OHDG SULYDWH JLIW VXWWOEBREHAAHIRU DQG G
0 ('$ %XLOG WR 6FDOHOYWHIHE) VFDOH SODFH E

IXQGLQJ WKH DFFHOHUDWRU SURJUDP




O0DQDJLQJ GHFOLQH YV HQDEOLQJ UHOQ
+RZ SXEOLF LQYHVWPHQW FDQ SHUSHWXDWH YLFLR

0,&,286 &<&/( 0,578286 &<&/(

3ODFH EDVHG LQYHVWPHQW |

6PDOO RU GHFOLQLQJ WDJ[ EC .
DOFKRUV FLYLF FDSDFLW\

-

[LPLWHG VWDII DQG SODQQLC . ,QVWLWXWLRQDO FDSDFLW\ JI

-

/JHVV DFFHVV WR GLVFUHWLR: . 5HWDLQV DQG DWWUDFWYV SHF

LOQYHVWPHQW

([SDQGLQJ EDVH HQDEOHV PR
LOQYHVWPHQW

B4 ORRSY EDFN WR UHLQIRUFH B4 ORRSY EDFN WR UHLQII

-

S8QGHULQYHVWPHQW DFFHOH! .

&HQWHU RQ 5XUDO ,QQRYDWLRQ



7KDQN \RX

UXUDOLQQRYDWLRQ XV



http://ruralinnovation.us

[HWTV .HHS ,Q
[RXFK

BLaLegleTpp{UG-k{py¢
e'dc¢pyn{c¢'yu {¢ -y{cty
Up y*{Lpy{cc¢yp'U2e’-.
d.-0ayeYy-{y u-'y{py¢g¢
Lpp{UUG-L{p.y




